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that the money in the treasury should be at his disposition , that he should have power to laise 600 ships of war and to collect and organize 130,000 men No such command for such a time had ever been committed to any one man since the abolition of the monarchy It was equivalent to a suspension of the Senate itself, and of all constitutional government. The proposal was received with a burst of fury Every one knew that the person intended was Pompey. The decorum of the old days was forgotten The noble lords started from then seats, flew at Gabmms, and almost strangled him but he had friends outside the house ready to defend their champion, the country people had flocked in for the occasion, the city was thronged with multitudes for such as had not been seen there since the days of the Gracchi The tribune freed himself from the hands that were at his throat, he rushed out into the Forum, closely pursued by the consul Piso, who would have been torn in pieces in turn, had not Gabmius interposed to save him Senate or no Senate, it was decided that Gabmius's proposition should be submitted to the assembly, and the aristocrats were driven to their old remedy of bribing other membeis of the college of tribunes to interfere Two renegades were thus secured and when the voting day came, TrebelliuB, who was one of them, put in a veto , the other, Ros-cius, said that the power intended for Pompey was too considerable to be trusted to a single person, and proposed two commanders instead of one The mob was packed so thick that the house-tops were covered A yell rose from tens of thousands of thioats so piercing that it was said a crow flying over the Forum dropped dead at the sound of it The old